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Short CV: Athena Coustenis is Director of Research Exceptional Class with the National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) of France, based at Paris Observatory in Meudon. She 
is an astrophysicist with a specialty in space exploration and planetary sciences. Her research 
is devoted to the investigation of planetary atmospheres and surfaces, their origins and 
evolution, with emphasis on the habitable conditions in the Solar System and exoplanets. She 
is involved in the definition, development and exploitation of space missions to solar system 
bodies with high astrobiological potential, in particular icy moons like Titan and Enceladus, 
Saturn’s satellites, and Jupiter’s Ganymede and Europa, but also Mars and exoplanets. She is 
currently co-investigator of the ESA JUICE and ARIEL missions to the Jupiter system and to 
study the exoplanets, and of JAXA’s MMX mission to Mars’ satellite Phobos. She has also 
led many observational campaigns from the ground using large telescopes. She analyses and 
interprets space and ground-based spectro-imaging data using radiative transfer codes and 
other analysis tools.  
Beyond her scientific work, A. Coustenis is currently involved or has in the past participated 
or led several advisory groups within ESA and NASA and other international bodies, helping 
establish space programs and optimize their scientific return. She is currently, among other, 
Chair of the COSPAR Panel on Planetary Protection, member of the Hellenic Space Center 
Governing Board and member of the Space Programme Committee (CPS) of CNES. She is 
also the Chair of several advisory boards, and the President of the IAU Division F.  

Education/degrees 
1986: Master in Astrophysics and Space techniques, Univ. Paris 7 (P. & M. Curie) 
1987: Master in English Literature, Univ. Paris 3 (Nouvelle Sorbonne) 
1989: PhD in Astrophysics and Space techniques, Univ. Paris 7 (P. & M. Curie) 
1989-1991 : Post-Doc at Paris Observatory 
1996, 20 December: Habilitation to Direct Research (HDR), Univ. Paris 6 (P. & M. Curie). 

Professional History : 
Nov. 2021- present : Director of research, 2nd class, CNRS, at LIRA, Paris Observatory 
Nov. 2013 - 2021 : Director of research, 1st class, CNRS, at LESIA, Paris Observatory 
2008-Nov. 2013 : Director of research, 2nd class, CNRS, at LESIA, Paris Observatory 
1991-2008: Chargée de recherche (Senior researcher) at Paris Observatory 
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Areas of expertise : 
Athena Coustenis is an Astrophysicist with a specialty in space exploration. She works in the field of 
Planetology. Her research is devoted to the investigation of planetary atmospheres and surfaces in the 
outer solar system, with emphasis on icy moons like Saturn’s Titan and Enceladus, as well as Galilean 
satellites, like Ganymede and Europa. She has also contributed to efforts to uncover the nature of the 
atmospheres surrounding extrasolar planets. She has led many observational campaigns from the 
ground using large telescopes (CFHT, UKIRT, VLT, etc) and has used the Infrared Space 
Observatory (ISO) to conduct planetary investigations.  
A. Coustenis contributes to the definition and development of space missions and to the exploitation
of the acquired data. She is Co-Investigator of three of the instruments (CIRS, HASI, DISR) aboard
the Cassini/Huygens space mission to Saturn and Titan, into which she was involved from the
beginning of the definition phase. She analyses and interprets the spectro-imaging data recovered
since 2004 using her own radiative transfer codes and other analysis tools. Since 2009, she was
involved, as the European Science co-Lead, in the JUICE mission to study Ganymede and the Jovian
system, which launched by ESA in April 2023. She is member of the JUICE Science Working Team
and Co-I on the camera (JANUS). In 2007 and 2008 she was the Lead European Scientist of the
Titan/Saturn System Mission (TSSM) studied jointly by ESA and NASA. She is currently also Co-I
on the ESA Ariel mission to characterize exoplanets (launch in 2029) and a Co-I on the JAXA-led
Martian Moon eXploration (MMX) mission to launch in October 2026.
Her expertise in space missions has allowed her to Chair and to participate in several advisory groups 
within ESA and NASA and other European Institutions. She is currently, among other, Chair of the 
COSPAR Panel on Planetary Protection, member of the Hellenic Space Center Governing Board and 
member of the Space Programme Committee (CPS) of CNES. She is also the Chair of several 
advisory boards, and the President of the IAU Division F. 

More in detail: 

Current research management and functions 
- Member of the Space Programme Committee (CPS) of the French Space Agency (CNES)
- Member of the Governance Board of the Hellenic Space Center (HSC)
- President of the International Astronomical Union (IAU) Division F.
- President of the COSPAR Panel on Planetary Protection (COSPAR PPP)
- Member ex-officio of the COSPAR European Academies Science Advisory Council.
- Member /Academician of the Board of Trustees of the International Academy of 

Astronautics (IAA)
- Member of the Bureau of the IUGG and Past President of IUGG/IAMAS
- Member of the Science Council of Paris Observatory.
- Chair of the Catalan IEEC Space Advisory Board
- Chair of the Spanish Inst. Astron. Andalucia External Advisory Board
- Chair of the Belgian FNRS-FRS SEN-2 Commission
- Member of the Outer Solar System Task Group of the Working Group for Planetary 

System Nomenclature (WGPSN) of IAU.
- Member of the HITRAN International Committee
- Organizer/convener of Meetings and Planetary sessions in the International colloquia of EGU, 

IUGG/IAMAS, COSPAR, AOGS, DPS, EPSC, Goldschmidt Conference and IPPW.



Past research management and functions 
- Chair of the Solar System and Exploration Working Group (ESA), 2010-2013. 
- Chair of the Human Spaceflight and Robotic Exploration Science Advisory Committee 

(HESAC) of ESA, 2018-2023. 
- Member ex-officio of the Space Sciences Advisory Committee (SSAC) of ESA. 
- Member ex-officio of the ESA High-level Science Policy Advisory Committee (HISPAC)  
- President of the International Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric Sciences 

of the IUGG, 2011-2015. 
- Vice-Chair, Chair and Past Chait of the Committee of the Division for Planetary Sciences 

(DPS) of the American Astronomical Society (AAS), 2024-2026. 
- President of the European Science Foundation Space Sciences Committee (ESF/ESSC) : 

http://www.esf.org/hosting-experts/expert-boards-and-committees/space-sciences.html 
- Member ex-officio of the Space Studies Board of the US National Academies (NASEM) 
- Deputy Coordinator of EUROPLANET Society: http://www.europlanet-2020-ri.eu/ 
- President of the Division for Planetary Sciences of the European Geophysical Union (EGU), 

2009-2013. 
- President of the International Commission for Planetary Atmospheres and Environment 

(ICPAE) 2003-2011. 
- Member-at-large of the Observing Program Committee of the ESO/Very Large Telescope 

(2001-2003) and chair of Panel C ("Stars, planets and ISM") until 2006. 
- Member of the National Committee of CNRS (Jury Section 17) until 2012. 
- Member of the Science Committee of ISSI (International Space Sciences Institute) 
- Chair of the EGU Jean Dominique Cassini Medal committee and member of the 

Copernicus medal committee 
- Faculty in Post-Master courses at Paris University and Ecole Doctorale 
- Member of the Editorial Board of Astronomy & Astrophys. Reviews and of the Astronomy and 

Astrophysics Library and of the Philosophical Transactions A.  
- Head Guest Editor for special issues of Planetary and Space Sciences. 

 
Honors : 
• The ESA Award for making an outstanding contribution to the Huygens Probe. 
• The NASA Group Achievement Award for the Cassini Programme Huygens Atmospheric Structure 

Instrument (HASI) 
• The NASA Group Achievement Award for the Cassini Program Descent Imager Radiometer 

Spectrometer (DISR) 
• The NASA Public Service Group Achievement Award for the Huygens Atmospheric Structure Instrument  
• The NASA Public Service Group Achievement Award for the Descent Imager Spectrometer radiometer  
• The 2012 Trophy for Feminine Success of the French Mediterranean Association.  
• The 2014 Masursky AAS/DPS Award for meritorious service to Planetary Science.  
• 21 May 2019: Honorary Member of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics 
• July 2019: The Al Seiff Memorial Award of the International Planetary Probes Workshop 
• 13 July 2019: Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur  
• April 2023 : EGU Union Award : Jean Dominique Cassini Medal 
• Nov. 2023 : Médaille de l’Académie de l’Air et de l’Espace 

 
Production and Outreach : 
Coustenis has written more than 200 peer-reviewed scientific papers (H=56), several articles for the 
public, participated in the juries many public astronomy contests, made several TV and 
film/documentary appearances. She has delivered more than 800 science lectures, many public 
conferences on planetology and participated in several television/media documentaries.  
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